Predatory Publishing: How Faculty Can Avoid Becoming Prey by Smith, Kelly & Sizemore, Linda
Eastern Kentucky University
Encompass
EKU Faculty and Staff Scholarship
5-2015
Predatory Publishing: How Faculty Can Avoid
Becoming Prey
Kelly Smith
Eastern Kentucky University, kelly.smith2@eku.edu
Linda Sizemore
Eastern Kentucky University, linda.sizemore@eku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://encompass.eku.edu/fs_research
Part of the Publishing Commons
This Conference Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by Encompass. It has been accepted for inclusion in EKU Faculty and Staff
Scholarship by an authorized administrator of Encompass. For more information, please contact Linda.Sizemore@eku.edu.
Recommended Citation
Sizemore, Linda and Smith, Kelly. “Predatory Publishing: How Faculty Can Avoid Becoming Prey,” Kentucky Pedagogicon
Conference, Richmond, KY, May 2015.
Predatory 
Publishing:
How to Avoid Becoming Prey
Professional Development Day
Morehead State University
Tuesday, August 11, 2015
Linda Sizemore
Scholarly Communications Librarian
Eastern Kentucky University Libraries
email linda.sizemore@eku.edu
Kelly Smith
Coordinator of Collections & Discovery
Eastern Kentucky University Libraries
email kelly.smith2@eku.edu
Open Access Predatory Publishers
The Problem
“Primarily fee-collecting operations—they exist for that purpose
and only incidentally publish articles, generally without
rigorous peer review, despite claims to the contrary.”
~Monica Berger and Jill Cirasella
Source: http://crln.acrl.org/content/76/3/132.full
ACADEMIC
Whoever wins… we lose
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Send unsolicited, spam email calls for articles or invitations to 
referee and do not reveal their location or contact information.
“They change the name of the sender so they fool 
my spam filter!” 
~Dr. Joanne Yaffe, University of Utah
http://list.whichisproper.
com:8080/r.html/uid=1.
51.e8cx.1eg.3lvit9844t
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Perpetrate hacking scams 
Full article at Beale’s List: 
http://scholarlyoa.com/2013/01/24/fraud-alert-bogus-
article-acceptance-letters/
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Require author article submission fees.
“GBIM hosts bogus conferences at fun destinations (such as 
Orlando) and then publishes your paper in its conference 
proceedings – all for a price of course. What is that price?” 
~Beale http://tinyurl.com/beale-gbimc
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Have unprofessional-looking emails 
and/or websites.*
*Sometimes. Often, the fake journal sites are 
indistinguishable from legitimate ones., as in next slide...
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Nonexistent 
copy-editing.
http://academicreviews.us/
OA Predatory 
Publishers
Defining Features
No reasonable scope. 
Strange disciplinary 
combinations or “kitchen 
sink” lists.
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Publish papers that are not academic at all, e.g.
essays by laypeople or obvious pseudoscience.
Source: http://www.asee.org/public/conferences/32/papers/8614/view
http://scholarlyoa.com/2015/04/23/more-published-
pseudo-science-from-chinese-publisher-scirp/
http://www.elixirpublishers.com/
OA Predatory 
Publishers
Defining Features
Use language claiming to 
be a ‘leading publisher’ 
even though the 
publisher may only be a 
startup or a novice 
organization.
Source: 
http://www.asee.org/public/confere
nces/32/papers/8614/view
OA Predatory 
Publishers
Defining Features
Include works previously published 
in other venues/outlets without 
providing appropriate credits.
Source: 
http://www.asee.org/public/conferences/32/
papers/8614/view
Example on the right from Beale’s analysis. 
http://scholarlyoa.com/2014/07/29/meta-
analyses-and-the-problems-of-duplicate-
publication-and-plagiarism/#more-3890
OA Predatory 
Publishers
Defining Features
Makes ridiculous promises. Bribery 
and extortion.
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Often include “international” 
in the title.
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Operate in a Western country chiefly for the purpose of 
functioning as a vanity press for scholars in a developing 
country.
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
Can be difficult 
to distinguish 
from legitimate 
journals in terms 
of design 
quality….
OA Predatory Publishers
Defining Features
“Open Access,” but readers 
are required to create an 
account prior to viewing the 
full text of an article.
http://www.elixirpublishers.com/
OA Predatory 
Publishers
Linguistic Indicators
 Use more discrepancy terms (e.g., “should” “would”)
 Use more positive emotions (e.g., “exciting”)
 Use fewer function words, including articles 
(e.g., “a” “the”), and prepositions (e.g., “before ” “in”)
 Use fewer quantifiers (e.g., “more” “less”)
 Use fewer terms related to causality (e.g., “therefore”)
 Use more third-party email addresses
 Claim false impact factors
 Rapid fake peer review
 Simulate academic expertise
Source: Markowitz, Powell, and Hancock, 
“The Writing Style of Predatory Publishers” 
http://www.asee.org/public/conferences/32/papers/8614/view
So Does OA = bad?
Some Context...
Open Access Defined
OPEN ACCESS: All journal content is available for researchers to read, print, download, 
distribute, or link to without fees.
HYBRID: Some content is open access, typically via publication or author fees.
EMBARGOED OPEN ACCESS: Also called delayed open access. This is a subscription 
model that provides open access to content after an embargo period expires. For 
example, the most current content may only be available to subscribers, while the 
archived issues are open access.
Source: http://www.gvsu.edu/library/sc/open-access-journal-quality-indicators-2.htm
Paywalled Publishers
“Predatory” Tactics 
To increase revenue, they develop “hybrid” 
OA/paywalled journals
 Charge optional author submission fees to make the 
individual article OA...
...then charge customers to buy the “OA” article 
(See http://bit.ly/1KfIroo)...
...and continue to charge libraries inflated subscription fees
Hybrid journals are a nightmare for libraries to manage, 
causing confusion and barriers to access for patrons.
www.flickr.com/photos/duncan/7728947890/
Paywalled Publishers 
“Predatory” Tactics 
Give preferential, 
“expedited” treatment to 
authors who pay a larger 
fee.
Read more: 
http://www.macleans.ca/news/c
anada/does-peer-review-do-
more-harm-than-good/
https://www.insidehighered.co
m/blogs/library-babel-
fish/publish-research-not-too-
much https://twitter.com/ProfMarkMaslin/status/581171535236431872
Require the author’s institution to 
subscribe to the journal.
Paywalled Publishers
“Predatory” Tactics 
Require an institution to 
subscribe to the 
association’s journals in 
order to be accredited 
(monopolization).
Read more: 
http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/201
1/04/14/who-will-referee-the-referee-
the-acs-as-publisher-and-approver/
Paywalled Publishers
“Predatory” Tactics 
Paywalled Publishers 
“Predatory” Tactics
“Most of the work that goes into a published journal 
article is done for free—by authors and referees who 
are paid nothing.  The costs of copy-editing and type-
setting have fallen significantly with new technology 
and the internet has eliminated the need for paper 
editions. Yet journal subscription prices charged by 
for-profit publishers have risen steadily at about 5% 
per year for the last decade. On average, the 
subscription prices listed by for-profits are three or 
four times as high  per article or per citation as  those  
charged by non-profit professional societies.”
~Ted Bergstrom 
See: www.econ.ucsb.edu/~tedb/Journals/jpricing.html twitter.com/ceptional/status/494333005771468801
Or a different term that 
better describes the full 
range of publishing 
practices that subvert the 
spirit of scholarly 
communication…
Source: 
http://scholarlykitchen.ss
pnet.org/2015/05/11/sho
uld-we-retire-the-term-
predatory-publishing/
“Predatory Publishing”? 
Scholarly Open Access
Real or Scam?
Case Study File includes:
• Call for Papers
• Author Agreement
• Journal Homepage Screenshot
• Example Abstract
Real or Scam?
Real or Scam?
Real or Scam?
Thank you! Questions?
